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FIGURE 24-7. Serology of hepatitis B infection with recovery.
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Sequence of HBV Surface Markers
Chronic Hepatitis

Incubation Acute illness Chronic hepatitis
(4-12 weeks) (6 months) (years)

HBcAg

i/

i/
i
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FIGURE 24-8. No antibody is formed against HBsAg. The persistence of HBeAg implies high infectivity and a generally
poor prognosis. This patient would likely develop cirthosis unless seroconversion occurs or treatment is given.
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SEROLOGIC MARKER

TOTAL IGM*
HBSAG" ANTI-HBC" ANTI-HBC ANTI-HBs® INTERPRETATION

_" _ - - Never infected

T - - - Early acute infection; transient (up to 18 days) after
vaccination

+ -~ Acute infection

Acute resolving infection

- + Recovered from past infection and immune

|
|+t
+
t
]
-
|

Chronic infection

— + Immune if concentration is =10 miU/mL after vaccine
series completion; passive transfer after hepatitis B
immune globulin administration

* Hepatitis B surface antigen.
TAntibody to hepatitis B core antigen.
*immunoglobulin M.

SAntibody to HBsAg.

"Negative test result.

““Positive test result.
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SEROLOGIC

INCUBATION PRIMARY MODE CHRONIC DIAGNOSIS

NUCLEOTIDE PERIOD OF TRANSMISSION VACCINE INFECTION AVAILABLE
Hepatitis A RNA 2-6 weeks Fecal-oral Yes No Yes
Hepatitis B DNA 8-26 weeks Parenteral, sexual Yes Yes Yes
Hepatitis C RNA 2-15 weeks Parenteral, sexual No Yes Yes
Hepatitis D RNA — Parenteral, sexual Yes Yes Yes
Hepatitis E RNA 3-6 weeks Fecal-oral No ? Yes
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