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n There are three main types of tablet
coating:

= Film coating |*®
= Sugar coating ‘

= Press coating
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= Standard coating pan
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Interior of VHC-66L 1000L Coating Pan
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Figure 11.24 Stages of sugar coating.

@ 1840 - 1830
@ Sealing coat.
@ Subcoat—rounds off edges.
Smoothing coat — adds bulk to the tablet.
Contains colorants where applicable.
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Organic Solvent or
Aqueous Dispersion

EXHAUST
AIR

Fig 6. ic diagram of a sid d coating pan (Accela-Cota).
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Production area

optimum temperature and humidity
(~25 Celsius and 50 %RH

adequate air supply and air exhaust system

no washing basin in coating area

clean and smooth wall, ceiling
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Table 18 Coating Methods

Coating method

Advantages

Disadvantages

Sugar coating

Film coating

Compression
coating

Elegant final product, Tablets can be
printed for identification purposes.
Cheap, readily available starting
materials. Simple equipment
requirements. Excellent protection
from environment.

Quick process, easy to automate.
Negligible increase in tablet size.
Tablets can be identified either by
printing or through intagliations.
Minimal effect on drug release.
Enteric coating feasible.

It is a dry process; so suitable for

moisture-sensitive compounds. Can

be used for combination products
where the active substances are
incompatible.

Long process time. Traditional

manufacture more an art than a science;
high operator dependency. Significantly

increases tablet size.

Finish not as elegant as sugar coating.
Coating process stresses tablet
formulation, cores must be robust to
resist abrasion and edge chipping
during coating.

Significant increase in tablet weight.
Possible to produce tablets with no
inner core,
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Questions?
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