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Initial Assessment and

Management To The Trauma Patient
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Mechanisms of Injury and Related Suspected Injury Pattern
Mechanism of Injury Suspected Injury Pattern
Frontal impact *Cervical spine fracture
*Anterior flail chest
*Myocardial contusion
*Pneumothorax
*Traumatic aortic disruption
*Fractured spleen or liver
*Posterior fracture/dislocation of hip and/or knee
Side impact *Contralateral neck sprain
*Cervical spine fracture
*Lateral flail chest
* Pneumothorax
*Traumatic aortic disruption
*Diaphragmatic rupture
* Fractured spleen/ liver and/or kidney
*Fractured pelvis or acertabulum

Rear impact *Cervical spine injury
*Soft tissue injur to neck
Pedestian struck by motor vehicale *Head injury

*Traumatic aortic disruption

*Abdominal visceral injuries

*Fractured lower extremities/pelvis

Ejection from vehicle Ejection from the vehicle precludes meaningful prediction of
injury pattern, but places patient at greater risk from virtually
all injury mechanisms
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