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Acute appendicitis is the most common abdominal surgical
emergency in the Western World.

The diagnosis may be easy but may also be very difficult.
The clinical diagnosis of appendicitis 1s as often wrongly made
as it 1s imitially overlooked, leading to unnecessary surgery,
respectively to ill advised delay.

Using US it i1s possible to confirm appendicitis by visualizing the
inflamed appendix (successful in 90 %) or to exclude
appendicitis, either by visualization of the normal appendix
(successful in 50%) or by demonstrating an alternative
condition {possible in 20 9&).

This means that there will always be a rather large group of
patients in whom the US result i1s equivocal making further
studies necessary.

A fortunate circumstance 1s that most of the patients in the
latter group are obese, and therefore suitable for CT.
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